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In Perú, females of the genus Agvias have been sigificantly rarer than males 
(SHIZUKUISHI, 1980). In contrast, almost the same numbers of male and female Agrias 
have been captured in Brazil. The reason of the difference between Peruvian and 
Brazilian Agrias is unclear. 

In the October, 1984, two females, an Agrias beata beata STAUDINGER f. ornata 
MICHAEL and an Agrias sardanapalus sardanapalus BAYES, were caught at Tingo 
Maria and Iquitos, Perú, using banana traps of a Brazilian method. This fact suggests 
that the difference between Peruvian and Brazilian Agrias is caused by the difference 
of the traps baiting these beautiful butterflies. 











































































































2 J 4 
Figs. 1-4. Agrias spp. 1. Recto surface of a female of the Agrias sardanapalus sardanapalus 
BAYES, 1860. The anterior red band descends to inner margin and posterior is brown-black. 
No subapical blue patches are found.; 2. Verso surface of the female shown in Figure 1. ; 
3. Recto surface of a female of the Agrias beata beata STAUDINGER f. ornata MICHAEL, 1926. 
Wide green bands on both anterior and posterior surfaces, as well as basal blue patches on 
fore-wings are found.; 4. Verso surface of the female shown in Figure 3. 
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Materials and Methods 


The banana traps were baited in a Brazilian method. A ripe banana with the skin 
was cut into 3 or 4 pieces with a length of 3 to 4 cm. Almost 250 banana pieces were 
soaked in 5 litters of sugar cane juice for two nights. The fermentation underwent 
both in the sugar cane juice and in the bananas. The softened banana pieces were 
pierced with sharpened tips of the tree branches in the primary jungles. These banana 
traps were effective for 3 days. 

The nomenclature was done according to the criteria described by BARSELOU in 
1983. 

Case 1. A female of Agrias sardanapalus sardanapalus BAYES. 

This female was captured by the author in the primary jungle of Yamamono 
Lodge, Iquitos, on October 6, 1984. The banana traps were baited along the trail of the 
jungle on October 4. It rained in the afternoon on October 4. It was claudy on October 
5, and cleared up in the morning on October 6. The female was found on the trap at 
11:30 A. M. Figures 1 and 2 show that this female is a member of Agvias sardanapalus 
sardanapalus BAYES, 1860. The anterior red band descends to the inner margin and the 
posterior recto is brown-black. This female has not subapical blue patches. The 
length between the fore-wings is 88 mm. 

Case 2. A female of Agvias beata beata STAUDINGER f. ornata MICHAEL. 

This female was caught by the author in the primary jungle, 8 km west from the 
town of Tingo Maria, on October 10. The traps were baited along a small river in the 
jungle on October 9. It was claudy on October 9. On October 10, the sky was blue and 
the temperature went up in the morning, but a light rain fell at 1:40 P. M. In the light 
rain, the female visited the trap at 2:10 P. M. Figures 3 and 4 show that this female 
is a member of Agrias beata beata STAUDINGER f. ornata MICHAEL, 1926. This female 
has green bands and anterior basal blue patches on the recto surface. The length 
between the forewings is 82 mm. 

Comment: I had been in Brazil from September 24 to October 2, 1984, and 
captured 5 males and 3 females of the genus Agvias using the banana traps. This fact 
indicates that the traps attract both males and females. I learned how to make the 
banana traps, and then I visited Perú. Although my stay in Perú was very short, four 
days in Iquitos and four days in Tingo Maria, I could collect two females of the genus 
Agrias. These facts suggest that the Peruvian traps do not attract the females which 
were attracted by the Brasilian traps. Mr. Mario ROJAS, a Peruvian butterfly- 
collector in Tingo Maria, told me that he had captured many males but no females of 
Agrias beata beata in his 30-years’ experience. The traps which he used were orange 
traps on the ground. SHIZUKUISHI described that the reason why females were much 
rarer than males in Pará might be resulted from a specific cause in the traps. This 
paper confirms this theory. 
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摘 要 
ベル ー 産 ミイ ロタ テハ 属 の 雌 2 頭 の 記録 (井上 武夫 ) 


ベル ー 産 の ミイ ロタ テハ 属 の 雌 は 雄 に 比べ 極め て 数 が 少な い . 他方 , ブラ ジル で は 雌雄 ほぼ 同数 が 採集 
され て いる . 両者 の 相 異 は 使用 する トラ ッ プ が 異な る た め と 言わ れ て いる が , それ を 実証 し た 者 は いな い . 
著者 は 1984 年 9 月 24 日 か ら 10 月 2 日 まで ブラ ジル で バナ ナ ト ラ ッ プ を 用 いて 5 I, 3 や の ミイ ロタ テハ 
を 採集 し , 同じ 方 潜 で イキ トス , ティン ゴマ リア に て , A. sardanapalus と A. beata DIEZ Z 1 頭 採集 し た . 
この よう な 著者 の 経験 か ら , ペルー に お いて も $ 従 来い われ て きた よう な 雌雄 の 著しい 不 均等 は 必ず し も な 
いと 考え られ る . 
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